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NGING DANCE TO THE MIDDLE EAST

~A. ARTHUR MURRAY DANCE STUDIO

 LICENSEE OF MIDDLE EAST &

#0W DID YOU JOIN THE ARTHUR MURRAY
STUDIOS?

2< by pure coincidence. 1 was applying for a position

2 dance teacher that was advertised in a newspaper

ving that a ballet teacher was needed. | was mistaken;

¢ turned out they needed a ballroom dance instructor. |

spplied anyway, was accepted and as they say, the rest is
story.

WHO WAS ARTHUR MURRAY?

Arthur Murray Teichman. After
emigrating from Austria to the U.S., he changed his name
to Arthur Murray. He started teaching a few dance steps
while at Georgia Tech University and later applied the
“ootprints” in his teaching method. In 1912, when this
method took off, he started selling dance steps by mail
one step at a time. Mr. Murray became an American
symbol of entrepreneurial success for his use of advertising

Murray was born

/

4

techniques considered cutting edge at the time. In the late
1930s, Mr. Murray started his franchised studios and by
the late 1940s, there were 72 Arthur Murray Franchised
Studios all across America.

WHAT KIND OF DANCES DOES ARTHUR MURRAY
STUDIOS TEACH?

All different types of social dances that are done around the
world such as waltz, tango, fox trot, quick step, Lindy Hop
and Latin dances such as cha-cha, rumba, salsa, mambo,
merengue and samba.

HOW DID YOU COME TO BE THE LICENSEE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA?

| simply applied to open and operate the Studios in Egypt,
Lebanon and now Dubai. I believe that my vast and
successful experiences in the New York market and of
course my Arabic heritage had a lot to do with it.
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STUDIOS IN EGYPT, LEBANON AND
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YOU'VERECENTLYOPENEDANEW VENUEIN DUBAL
WHAT ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS REGARDING THE
OPENING?

I have very high expectations of the new Centre in Dubai.
People who have already come to the Centre have been
extremely happy to finally have a true professional dance
center in Dubai; one person said that it was long overdue.

DOES THE ARTHUR MURRAY STUDIO IN DUBAI
HAVE SPECIAL CLASSES SUCH AS ARABIC DANCE?

Not at the present time. But, we will include that as well.
WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR 20117

I'd like to open a second Centre by the Dubai Mall and its
vicinity.

DO YOU HAVE ARECOMMENDED CLASS FOR BRIDES
TO BE?

We have designed a special program for brides for their
first dance; we even have a special list of songs that they
can choose from.

HOW DO I KNOW WHAT CLASSES TO TAKE AND
WHAT LEVEL TO START AT?

We start everybody off with a complementary private lesson

adameve _issue3S _june20ld
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with one of our professional instructors simply to find out
the weak and strong points in their dancing. We introduce
different dances, and then the instructor will be able to make
an intelligent recommendation based on how they do during
the lesson. That will also offer the student the opportunity
to see how we teach and if the recommendation will be most
suitable for them.

HOW DO I LEARN TO DANCE?

We teach through private lessons, semi-private (group) lessons
and practice sessions. We refer to this three-way method of
teaching as the Arthur Murray method of teaching.

WILL IT TAKE LONG?

The Arthur Murray teaching method is known to be ‘Easy,
Fun and Fast.” Within a very short few lessons, you could
be on your way to becoming a comfortable social dancer.
You can continue learning to perfect your dancing to a hiah
degree of proficiency, which of course will take a bit longer

ARE THE TEACHING METHODS DIFFICULT?

Not at all. Within a short 30-minute lesson, you can be
introduced to at least two to four dances.

APPROXIMATELY HOW MUCH DO LESSONS COST?

Because our programs are mostly tailored made and
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personalized, the cost will vary depending on how many
dances you pick, how often will you be attending classes
and of course, how good you would like to become.
However, we have introductory programs that start from
400AED and up.

IS IT EASY TO LEARN THE LATEST AND MOST
POPULAR STEPS?

ves. Our International Dance Board keeps us abreast of
all the latest dances and how to teach them the easy, fun
and fast Arthur Murray way.

HOW QUALIFIED ARE YOUR INSTRUCTORS?

Our instructors are the most qualified to teach
because we spend hours and hours daily in training.
We also have a mandatory certification policy that
requires all our instructors to be tested periodically in
dancing, teaching and simulations. Our goal is to teach
ballroom dancing in the easiest and most fun way with
the greatest levels of accomplishment in the shortest
possible time.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF TAKING DANCE
LESSONS?

The benefits of taking dance lessons are NUMErous and
more of a personal nature. Some students take lessons

N R

“

as a form of exercise, release of tension and relaxation.
Others learn dance for more self-confidence, admiration
by others, adequacy at social functions or simply for more
grace and poise.

PUPILS OF MURRAY HAVE INCLUDED ELEANOR
ROOSEVELT, THE DUKE OF WINDSOR, JOHN D.
ROCKEFELLER JR., CORNELIUS VANDERBILT
WHITNEY, BARBARA HUTTON, ELIZABETH AR-
DEN, MANUEL L. QUEZON AND JACK DEMPSEY.
INSTRUCTORS HAVE INCLUDED WELL-KNOWN
TELEVISION EVANGELIST D. JAMES KENNEDY.
ARE THERE MORE TO ADD TO THIS LIST OF WELL-
KNOWN PEOPLE?

Students have also included Jennifer Lopez, Richard Gere
for Shall We Dance, Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Gray
for Dirty Dancing, Al Pacino for Scent of a Woman, and
Mel Gibson.

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE TO TELL A&E
READERS?

As a franchisee, 1 have many accomplishments that I am
certainly proud of. However, my proudest accomplishment
will always be introducing ballroom dancing to the various
countries in the Middle East, which I consider to be a big
part of my background and upbringing.
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